SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT

Project title:

Conservation of Euro-siberian steppic woods and Pannonic sand steppes in ‘Nagykőrösi pusztai tölgyesek’ pSCI

Objectives:

Through the cooperaton of Duna-Ipoly National Park Directorate, Local Government of Town Nagykőrös and WWF Hungary partners requisites for the establishment of the successful long-term conservation and improvement of the favourable conservational status of the Euro-Siberian steppic woods with Quercus spp. and Pannonic sand steppes priority habitats in 'Nagykőrösi pusztai tölgyesek' proposed priority Site of Community Importance are ensured. These unique habitats can be found exclusively in the Carpathian Basin, moreover steppic oak forests of Nagykőrös represent the last larger, more or less continuous area of them. These habitats are seriously threatened by the spread of alien species, problems in natural forest regeneration capacity, inproper forest management practices, fragmentation and also by the ignorance of society as well as lack of information related to this area.

Expected results:

1. 405 ha area becomes free of invasive species in 99%.

2. With the exlusion of game, relevant information is gained on that the decrease of ground water level accounts alone for the elimination of the natural forest regeneration processes or the excessive game population has a devastative effect on these.

3. Change in forest management practices by taking over the restricted right of disposal from the forest owners over 175 ha of pSCI.

4. 88.5 ha indigenous forest is established in the patches formerly occupied by invasives.

5. Eliminination of lack of information and ignorance of local communities as well as information dissemination and utilisation of know-how on the steppic oak forests through communication aiming at the public, professionals, together with environmental education.

6. Management plan of 'Nagykőrösi pusztai tölgyesek' Natura 2000 site is elaborated.

Actions and means involved

1. With using mechanical and chemical methods as well as post-treatment the arboreal and herbaceous invasive species are gradually removed from the area.

2. With fencing off forest compartments and monitoring.

3. Through agreements and compensating we ensure, that forestry management actions harming the precious habitats are halted for 90 years as exclusively the conservational management tasks can be implemented in these areas.

4. The reconstruction of the external and inner unity of the habitat of steppic oak forests by artificial forest regeneration with indigenous species are implemented.

5. Media work, website, professional and public events, reconstruction of band-stand 'Arena', education centre, outbuildings and camp area together with equipment is completed, complex environmental educational programmes (min. 3) are developed complying with the local and regional needs in this pSCI site.

6. In the management plan all available data (former and novel, national, international) suggestions and the results of research carried out in the area regarding the biological state and the monitoring of the effects of management tasks are utilized.

